5-FU improves p27-related poor prognosis in patients with Astler-Coller B2-C colorectal carcinoma.
p27kip1 induces cell cycle arrest at the G1-S transition. To investigate the effect of UFT on the prognosis of colorectal cancer with respect to p27kip1 expression, survival curves of patients with p27kip1 overexpression (group A) and without p27kip1 expression (group B) were evaluated following chemotherapy using UFT (tegafur and uracil). Although there was no significant overall survival difference between group A and B patients, the patients without p27kip1 expression had a significantly lower survival rate when they did not receive UFT treatment. UFT, 5-FU masked compound may improve the p27-related poor prognosis in colorectal cancer patients.